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New Zealand Cultural Immersion and Outdoor Education
Programme Overview

 
The programme aims to develop young adults’ independence and
leadership skills within an out-of-the-country experience focused

on immersion into rural New Zealand lifestyles. Students,
chaperoned by qualified NZ teachers, are tasked with activities

that foster and develop these competencies within a challenging
yet rewarding environment.

 
The immersion at the proposed sister-school highlights NZ's

leading education system and introduces students to different
learning techniques and education formats. Whereas the

homestay accommodation component promotes tolerance and
awareness of others, as well as giving students the opportunity to
continually build their independence and maturity in an unfamiliar

household.
 

The programme, being in NZ, will provide numerous
opportunities to spend time in the great outdoors. Students will

have the chance to hike, interact with farm animals and play in the
mountains and fields as often as they wish.  



DAY 2: Hello New Zealand: 
 

It takes a while to get to New Zealand from Asia. Upon arrival in
Auckland, travel directly to your student dormitory. Try to get

some rest as there is an action-packed programme awaiting you
the following morning.

DAY 1 - The Adventure Begins: 
 

Today is the day you have been waiting for. You'll be making your
way to the Land of the Long White Cloud, New Zealand. 



DAY 3 - Auckland Walking Tour & University of Auckland:
 

Auckland is NZ’s largest and most internationally recognised city, as
well as being the most diverse city in the country. Take a walking

tour of the most famous sights, including Queen Street and the
Viaduct (marina for luxury yachts), and appreciate that NZ is more
than sheep, mountains, and beaches. As part of your Auckland city

tour, visit the University of Auckland to experience what it is like to
study at an elite educational institution.

 
All of NZ's universities are ranked inside the world's top-500, with the

University of Auckland (UoA) being NZ’s most prestigious and the
only one in the world's top-100 ranking system. Collectively, NZ
universities are ranked the best in the world, something the NZ

Education Department is extremely proud of and willing to show off
to international visitors like yourself. The UoA campus is located in

the downtown area and is home to more than 45,000 students, making
it one of the largest universities in the Southern Hemisphere. At the

UoA, you will have the opportunity to talk with current students
about study areas that are of interest to you.

 
Following learnings at the UoA, enter the Sky Tower, NZ's tallest

building, for truly breathtaking views of the greater Auckland region.
Are you brave enough to walk over the glass, see-through floor in the
observation deck? The day is capped off with a delicious NZ feast on

Queen Street, yum!



DAY 4 - Lord of The Rings Movie-Set 
& Hiking :

 
In the morning, depart Auckland and travel to Tauranga on a day

trip designed to give you a glimpse of the North Island's beautiful
natural beauty. Tauranga is NZ's nicest coastal city and is home to
stunning white sand beaches and the famous Mt Maunganui. Hike

up Mt Maunganui (3-hour round-trip hike) and experience stunning
coastal vistas. If you're lucky, you may be able to see seals and

even whales off the coast!
 

 On the way to back to Auckland, stop off at the tiny NZ town of
Matamata which has been made famous by the LOTR franchise.

The LOTR is one of the highest-grossing and most viewed movies
in film history, and this afternoon you have a behind the scenes
tour of the movie set, where you can enter hobbit houses, hear

special stories about Sir Peter Jackson, the director, and marvel at
the stunning sights. This experience is world-renowned and one of

the most highly-rated film experiences in the world.



DAY 5 - Queenstown: 
 

You only have one domestic flight in NZ and that is this morning. The
flight from Auckland to Queenstown is 1.5 hours in duration but in
that short space of time the scenery, weather and culture change

drastically.
 

Queenstown is NZ’s most iconic tourism hub and voted one of the
best resort towns in the world. With a small population, stunning

mountain ranges and a large lake on its doorstep, it's not hard to see
why Queenstown is so highly reviewed. Upon arrival, take a walking

tour around the lakefront before enjoying an unforgettable
experience on the mountain! Race down the mountainside on luges

(similar to go-karts) whilst enjoying the spectacular views. The day is
capped off with a visit to Ferg Burger, perhaps the world’s most

iconic burger bar.
 

Note: You can expect a temperature difference of up to 30 degrees
Celsius between Asia and Queenstown, the latter obviously being the

more chilly destination.



DAY 6 - Mountain Climbing 
& Adventure Sports:

 
Today's mountain climb will be the most strenuous, gut-busting

hike of the entire programme. It is too early in the season to have
snow but the weather at the altitude you climb to will drop to a

chilly 5 degrees during the 6-hour climb. During the hike, witness
some of the spectacular mountain ranges in NZ whilst pushing

your physical boundaries. The views at the summit are worth the
effort, we promise!

 
As a treat for conquering the mountain, participate in something

very special and somewhat terrifying. On the way back to
Queenstown, stop off at the world's original bungy jumping site!
Did you know bungy-jumping originated in NZ? You are not quite

old enough to bungy-jump yet, sorry! But we can still provide
you with an experience you will never forget on the Kawarau Zip

ride. The ride is 130 meters in length and you hit speeds of 60
kph, it's fast! You can ride as an individual or in tandem - the

choice is yours. 



DAY 7 - Travel to Tapanui to Meet BMC:
 

After a final morning of exploring in Queenstown, travel south
towards Tapanui, the hometown of BMC. Upon arrival, meet the

BMC Programme Coordinator and the homestay families who
have helped design your programme.

 
In Tapanui, students in pairs will go home with their NZ host
family, where they will stay for the following six nights. Host

families have a strong connection to BMC, they could be: a
teacher, a parent or a Board of Trustee member. All host families

have been screened, vetted and approved by BMC as safe and
accommodating hosts for visitors. Accommodation preferences

and requests are possible.
 

Please note Tapanui does not have hotels, shopping malls or fast
food outlets. It is an extremely rural location.

DAY 8 - Free Day with Host Families:
 

After all the interaction and scenic, though tedious, travel, you
have arrived into Tapanui and you can finally take the chance to
get to know your hosts in more depth. Take this opportunity to

get to know your host family and explore the wild beauty of the
Tapanui region. Each host family will have different activities

planned for their guests. 
 

Please note that today you will be alone with your host family.
Your NZ Programme Coordinator will be available, if needed.



DAYS 9-12 - BMC Cultural Immersion:
 

Over the next 4 days, you will be interacting and immersing
yourself into life in rural Otago by attending BMC daily as a

student. On your first day of school and as honoured guests,
receive a full school welcome and a personal tour led by the

Principal, Mrs Lindy Cavanagh-Monaghan, before settling in and
making yourselves at home. 

 
To break the ice, BMC would first like to offer you a very unique

language class. NZ is, of course, an English speaking country;
and being a Commonwealth Nation, we speak British English.
However, over the years, we have added a range of colloquial
words that are extremely foreign to anyone who isn't an NZ'er.

This class will teach you some of our “lingo” so that you can
better engage with locals - perhaps even understand:

 
"Grab your jandals and togs and chuck them in the ute beside

the chilly bin"
 

During the remainder of your stay, transform into a regular BMC
student using the NZ buddy system approach - a technique used

by SSI to promote stronger bonds between visitors and locals.
Every visitor will buddy up with a local, meaning you will have a
unique, authentic school timetable and schedule; this is done to

take you outside of your comfort zone and challenge you to
interact with your NZ peers one on one, without the aid of your

Asian friends.
 

Please note that class sizes at BMC average 10 students only!



Please note as a school, BMC places a strong emphasis on
practical skills, such as Wood-Work (as pictured below), Cooking
and Agriculture, therefore, the majority of the classes you attend

may be in these subject areas. 

 School finishes at 3pm daily, however, you have activities
planned everyday that will help you integrate and grasp the
culture of the wider Tapanui community. The activities are

planned by BMC and your host families and focus on the great
outdoors and farming - two extremely important facets of life in
the area. Activities could include milking cows, driving ATV quad

bikes, feeding farm animals and hiking in the hills.



Day 13 - Penguin & University Experience:
 

Unfortunately, your time in Tapanui has come to an end. You
must bid farewell to BMC and travel north towards Dunedin (two

hours away), the largest southern NZ city, with a population of
120,000. Upon arrival into Dunedin, visit the rarest penguins in

the world, the Yellow-Eyed Penguin, which live in a small colony
only 45 minutes from the Dunedin CBD. Experience these

beautiful, yet critically endangered penguins, up close and
personal in an experience designed to highlight conservation

and awareness of penguins.
 

Please note these are wild animals, they're not housed at a zoo
or in an inclosure of any sorts. Because of this and their rarity,

sightings are not 100% guaranteed.



Day 14 - The Adventure Ends:
 

In the morning, fly back home. By the time you arrive, you will
probably be extremely exhausted. Take a rest and make sure no

chores or homework are waiting for you!

Your last educational experience in NZ is a visit to the
University of Otago (UoO). In 2015, the UoO was voted the

world's most beautiful campus, so expect stunning architecture
and grounds as you learn about NZ's leading school for

Medicine, Law and Business. During the tour, meet local and
international students and discover the magic of this famed

university. 
 

After an early dinner, begin the journey to Christchurch (4 hours
drive from Dunedin). To break up this relatively long road-trip
stop off at the famous Moeraki Boulders as well as stopping to
sample NZ's most famous cookies at the CookieTime Factory.


