
NEW ZEALAND
CULTURAL

IMMERSION AND
LEADERSHIP
PROGRAMME

 
 

2ND-14TH OF APRIL
 2020

Prepared by Sister Schools New
Zealand exclusively for 

GCF-ICS
 

www.sisterschools.co.nz



Kia Ora and Welcome
 
As the Founder of Sister Schools New Zealand, I would like to thank
you for considering New Zealand as an international education
destination. Once best known for crystal clear waters and dairy
produce, New Zealand is now making international headlines for
opportunities in the education sector - and rightly so. Our education
system is modern, dynamic and very well funded, and this has made
New Zealand a very desirable study destination.
 
A number of leading New Zealand schools are looking to reach out
to Asia in a bid to build stronger bonds with the world’s next growth
region. Schools recognise that New Zealand students would benefit
from richer interaction with Asia, its people and its culture, to
better prepare them for life in the 21st Century. Our organisation
exists to build sustainable partnerships between schools in the two
regions so that international objectives can be met in an effective,
professional and, most importantly, a safe and secure manner.
 
While predominantly based in New Zealand, I often travel to Asia.
As I continue to learn about these ancient cultures and beautiful
nations, my admiration for Asia and its people and my passion for
this organisation grows. I see many differences, yet there are more
similarities between Asia and New Zealand - and not just the shared
love of roast pork between New Zealand and the Philippines. I am
very proud to be connecting these people's through the wide range
of world-leading educational partnerships and programmes we
offer.
 
I  look forward to collaborating with your school in the near future.
 
Best Wishes

Matthew Harris BA MEntr
Founder 
Sister Schools New Zealand



Sister Schools New Zealand (SSNZ) and GCF-ICS History
 
 

The inaugural programme between SSNZ and GCF-ICS took
place in March 2018 to great feedback from students and

organisers. The success of that programme has created the
opportunity for SSNZ to offer a similar programme again in 2020.
The 2020 programme is slightly different but retains many of the

same beautiful locations and of course the same partner
school, Hamilton Christian School (HCS). HCS is a leading semi-

private Christian school in Hamilton City, just south of Auckland,
and as discovered, the two school communities share similar

values towards life and education. 
 

The principal of HCS, Mr Shaun Brooker, is delighted to invite
GCF-ICS back to his school in 2020. He looks forward to learning
more about the Philippines and building a robust, Christ-centred

sister school relationship with GCF-ICS.



DAY 1 - The Adventure Begins: 
 

Today is the day you have been waiting for. Departing Manila at 7:20
am, bound for the other side of the world - New Zealand (NZ), the
Land of the Long White Cloud. But first, you have to endure a 10-
hour flight on Philippine Airlines. The flight is direct to Auckland,

NZ's largest and most internationally recognised city. Upon arrival
late in the evening, travel directly from the airport to your

accommodation in the city centre.

New Zealand Cultural Immersion & Leadership Programme
Overview:

 
The programme aims to develop young adults’ independence and
leadership skills within an out-of-the-country experience centred
around cultural and spiritual immersion as well as the continued

growth of leadership skills, increased maturity and independence.
Students, chaperoned by qualified NZ teachers, are tasked with
activities that foster and develop these competencies within a

challenging yet rewarding environment.
 
 

The immersion at the proposed sister-school highlights NZ's leading
education system and introduces students to different learning

techniques and teaching styles. Culturally the school immersion is
very important - qualities such as tolerance and awareness of others

are more effectively taught through participation and bonding in
such environment!

 
 

The programme, being in NZ, will provide opportunities to view
stunning natural vistas and visit iconic sites such as Hobbiton and

the geothermal hotspot which is Rotorua.



DAY 3 - Auckland Outdoors Adventure:
 

Following your downtown adventures the previous day, it's time to
blow out some cobwebs and immerse yourself into the natural

beauty of Auckland. Firstly, explore the black sand beaches of Piha,
Auckland’s most famous beach, before hiking through a nearby rain

forest. The Waitakere Ranges are home to more than 16,000 hectares
of native NZ forest, with a number of cliffs and waterfalls located

within easy walking distance. Hike through the forest to the Arataki
Visitors Centre to learn more about the history of Auckland and the

conservation programmes the park is striving to achieve. This will be
a relaxing introduction to the NZ outdoor sector with enticing

previews of the beautiful natural scenery awaiting you.
 

Please note the entire programme involves a lot of exercise and
walking. Some days you will be walking up to 10km!

DAY 2 - Auckland City Orientation:
 

Welcome to Auckland! Today, explore NZ's largest city and look at
the urban side of NZ's beauty - we are not only sheep, mountains and

geysers like many seem to believe. Walk into the city centre and
participate in a tour of Auckland's must-see sights, such as the

Viaduct Harbour - where millionaires park their yachts, Queen Street,
the Sky Tower - NZ's tallest building, and take a look at the fresh

produce at Auckland's newest attraction - the downtown fish market.
The fish n' chips here are excellent and will cap off your first kiwi

day perfectly.
 

Please note that Auckland is a very diverse, multicultural city. This
makes it an excellent starting point for foreigners, like yourselves!



DAY 4 - University of Auckland & Farm Visit:
 

All of NZ's universities are within the world's top-500 ranking
system, with the University of Auckland (UoA) being NZ’s most

prestigious and the country’s only world top-100 ranking
university. Collectively, NZ universities are ranked the best in

the world, something the NZ Education Department is
extremely proud of and eager to show off to international

visitors, like yourself. The UoA campus is located in the
downtown area and is home to more than 45,000 students,

making it one of the largest universities in the Southern
Hemisphere. At the UoA, take a guided tour of the campus and

facilities, led by current UoA students! You can learn about
studying at an elite university and have the opportunity to talk

with your NZ hosts about courses that are of interest to you.
The campus introduction tour takes approximately 2 hours.

 
After your visit to NZ's most prestigious university, visit a local
farm. Here take the opportunity to see a range of animals that

NZ's farming industry is built around, as well as getting the
opportunity to play with sheep, guinea pigs and horses - cute! 



DAY 5 - Hobbiton Movie Set - Lord of The Rings:
 

In the morning, depart Auckland and travel to Matamata, the tiny NZ
town that has been made famous by the Lord of The Rings (LOTR)
movies. The LOTR series is one of the highest-grossing and most

viewed movies in film history, and all LOTR scenes were filmed in the
beautiful countryside around Matamata. You will have a behind the

scenes tour of the movie set, where you can enter hobbit houses,
hear special stories about Sir Peter Jackson, the director, and marvel

at the stunning sights. This experience is world-renowned, and one
of the most highly-rated film experiences in the world. If you’re after

the perfect selfie or the most envious Instagram snap, this is the
place for you. After this amazing experience, you will travel to the

next host city, Hamilton, the home of HCS.

DAYS 6 & 7 - Hamilton Christian School (HCS): 
 

The next two days mark the beginning of the school immersion
component of the programme. You will be welcomed into the HCS
family in the morning and will spend the following 2 days learning

and observing NZ school etiquette and culture. Immersion and
participation are key and as visitors, you are requested to share

experiences and answer questions about life in the Philippines. After
school each day, you will have free time to get to know your NZ
peers. You will be encouraged to participate in extracurricular

activities so you can further your understanding of the NZ education
system and the importance it places on out of the classroom

activities.  During your time at HCS, visiting students are required to
present a cultural piece from the Philippines - something that

highlights Filipino culture to a new audience.
 

 The two immersion days will be capped off by the sharing of a meal
and speeches.



Day 9 - Geothermal Activities & Indigenous Culture: 
 

In the morning, the group leaves Hamilton and travels south to Rotorua
- NZ's cultural capital and a geothermal hotspot! Immediately in

Rotorua, you'll notice the smell of sulphur - it's very pungent and
totally unique to the Central North Island of NZ. Learn why that smell
is so strong through visits to a range of small lakes before entering a

geothermal wonderland - the geysers are still active (hence the smell)
in Rotorua and provide an amazing look into the geothermal world. 

 You have the opportunity to soak away your worries in the
natural, outdoor hot pools - a very therapeutic experience in

the wilderness. 
 

 In the evening, get acquainted with NZ's indigenous people - the
Maori. NZ's indigenous people arrived in NZ some 600 years before the
British settlers and have a uniquely beautiful way of life. Maori culture
is passionately shared and celebrated throughout NZ, and this evening

is your chance to learn about this unique group of people. Maori
culture is best experienced through traditional song, dance, haka,

legends (mythical stories), and food. Tamaki Maori Village is the best
place to experience this ancient culture, and the buffet-style,

underground hangi food is something that must be tasted. It's a taste
that is somewhere between smoked and steamed in flavouring and can
only be tasted in this area of NZ. This is a truly amazing experience and

will be the highlight of the programme for many.

Day 8 - Museum Visit & Waitomo Caves:
 

  In the morning, visit the Waikato Museum for a hands-on experience
centred around NZ's indigenous Maori people. Following the museum,

visit one of the most stunning natural wonders in NZ, the Waitomo
Caves, an underground caving system with thousands of glow worms
which light up in a manner similar to Christmas lights - a truly mind-

blowing, surreal experience.



DAY 11 - Rotorua Adventures & Kiwi Hatchery:
 

It is time to get the heart pumping, in the adventure capital of NZ's
North Island. In the morning, take a gondola (what Kiwis call a cable

car) ride to the summit of the Rotorua Hills to gain a unique
perspective of this incredibly scenic region. Next, race down the

hillside on a luge (a plastic go-kart). You can race your friends in the
fast lane, or cruise down the slow lane and admire more of the

stunning views on offer. Once back at sea-level, it is time to visit
Rainbow Springs Nature Park. Here you will get up close and

personal with all the wonderful birds, bugs, and beasts who call NZ
home. To top off this experience, enjoy a behind the scenes tour of
the kiwi hatchery. Learn all about the efforts of the kiwi husbandry

team, discover what it takes to hatch a chick and if you're really
lucky, see baby chicks in person.

DAY 10 - Tauranga & Surf Lessons
 

Today, travel less than an hour to NZ's most visited coastal town,
Tauranga. The adventures in Tauranga begin with a hike up Mt

Maunganui, where at the summit, you'll be blown away by the most
spectacular 360-degree views. Having done the hard work on the hike,

we will stroll to Pilot Bay to cool off at a sheltered, calm beach and
have pizza for lunch - a kiwi tradition!

 
In Tauranga, surfing is an extremely popular water sport, enjoyed by

all ages. After lunch, head to Papamoa Beach, the safest beach to
learn how to surf. Here link up with the Hakanini Surf School
for lessons, the school provides all the equipment, including

drysuits. The experience is totally safe, with a number of professional 
teachers looking after you at all times. After surfing lessons, enjoy a

range of typical NZ beach games before watching the sunset over the 
mighty Pacific Ocean.



Day 12 - Last Day in NZ:
 

Today marks the final day in NZ and you will travel back to
Auckland where this amazing journey all began. Being the final

day, you will have opportunities to buy gifts for your loved
ones and friends back in the Philippines. On the drive returning

to Auckland visit numerous shops, outlet and candy stores.
Your flight leaves Auckland at 12:30 am on day 13.

Day 13 - The Adventure Ends:
 

You will touch down in Manila at approximately 6:25 am. We
certainly hope by this time you have witnessed, learnt and
experienced life-changing things in NZ. Enjoy the jet-lag!

 
 

Please note that minor changes do occur to the scheduled
itinerary from time to time.



Food in New Zealand
 

The programme is fully catered and will include a range of different
cuisines as well as home-cooked meals.

 
 Dietary requirements are easily catered for.

Flights 
 

Return economy flights from Manila flying with Philippine Airlines are
included. Each student has a 25 kg luggage allowance.

 
New Zealand Visa

 
Filipino visitors require a visa to enter NZ. SSNZ will process this for

you.

The pr o gra mme fee   is  $330 0  USD

The programme fee is  fully inclusive and covers all  f l ights,
travel insurance,  NZ visa and tourism tax (a new tax starting Oct

2019),  accommodation,  food,  tuit ion,  entrance t ickets and all
other costs associated with the delivery of the aforementioned

it inerary.  
 

THERE ARE NO OTHER COSTS IN NEW ZEALAND.
 

Exclusions
 

Spending money,  i f  required and Phil ippine Travel Tax.

Host Cities in New Zealand:
 

Days 1-4: Auckland
Days 5-8: Hamilton
Days 9-12: Rotorua

Day 13: N/A (Philippines)
 

In Auckland, Hamilton and Rotorua students stay in a dormitory
together; four students to a room. Wifi is readily available, as well as

laundry services in all dormitories.


